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Jessica Ruano Blog, 02Oct06 

Reading into Children’s Theatre 

I attended a performance of The Bookshop today at the National Arts Centre 

Studio Stage, and I have to say: I have not had this much fun at the theatre in a 

very long time. 

Sure, the audience consisted predominantly of children until the age of eight, and 

of sweet suburban-home parents. And there were my boyfriend and I, a couple of 

twenty-somethings feeling a little out of place. But then the house lights went 

down, and onstage appeared a young girl in a bright red coat reading children’s 

books out loud to herself, as her mother calls to her: “Jane, you’re going to be late 

for school!” The story fast forwards to years later when Jane is the owner of a 

bookstore — apparently haunted by a ghost! — right next store to a very attractive 

chocolate maker… 

It’s a children’s theatre show. The storyline was straightforward, the characters 

were larger than life, there was a lot of physical humour. And it was about a girl — 

one who never really grew up — who loved to read! What a perfect story for an 

intelligent young child. 

I’ve seen quite a few shows in Ottawa this past month, and for the most part, I 

have been unimpressed. Then (what a surpise!) I’m thoroughly enchanted by a 

piece of theatre most people would write off as “just for kids”. But no: this show 

was smart, witty, intellectual. The characters made references to Tristan and 

Isolde, to Moliere, to Cervantes. They performed a clip from Romeo and Juliet for 

heaven’s sake. And yet, the kids still enjoyed it; laughed at all the funny bits. The 

set was beautiful and creative: the stage opened up to a stage covered in books, 

full of hidden entrances and exits, and the actors were able to climb all over the 

bookshelves and through the paintings. The auditorium lit up like the night sky for 

the romantic scenes. The acting was exemplary: Eleanor Noble was mousy, yet 

adorable as the heroine; Marcel Jeannin - the ghost - had perfect comic timing; 

Sarah McVie, elegant as always, really pulled off that Ukranian accent; and Pierre 

Simpson was so darn cute as the Choclatier, I wanted to bring him home in a box. 

The director, Frederic Dubois, must have been right on top of things, because 

every scene was delightful and well paced. Of course, congrats to the writer 

(Marie Josee Bastien) and translator (Maureen Labonte). 

Unfortunately, the run ended today. I caught the penultimate performance. But if it 

http://www.nac-cna.ca/en/whatson/results.cfm?EventID=4768
http://www.nac-cna.ca/
http://www.timelessmyths.com/arthurian/tristan.html
http://www.timelessmyths.com/arthurian/tristan.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moli%C3%A8re
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miguel_de_Cervantes
http://ise.uvic.ca/Library/facsimile/bookplay/Bran_F1/Rom/794/?size=small&view_mode=normal&content_type=
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0419962/
http://www.theatredugrosmecano.qc.ca/


gets revived for the Children’s Festival this spring, I will go again. And kidnap 

some small children to come with me. Regardless, I wrote this piece mostly to say 

thanks a bunch to the NAC: this was a truly refreshing experience. 
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August 21st, 2012 – The Herald, Halifax, Nova-Scotia 

http://thechronicleherald.ca/artslife/128545-a-play-about-love-lost-and-found  
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August 21st, 2012 – CBC Radio 
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